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It was good to meet some of you at the AGM and to put faces to 

names. Thank you for all your kind comments about the Bulletin, 

both in person at the AGM and also by letter and email. 

On the front page of the last Bulletin there were two ôCinema 100õ 

plaques and I asked you where they were. The one for Sir David Lean 

is in pristine condition as it is indoors at the Brief Encounter exhibi-

tion at Carnforth Railway station in Lancashire. This was the easy 

one and I expect many of you knew it already. The weathered one 

was a little more difficult but an Internet search of the title Turn of 

the Tide [eg: imdb.com] should have told you that it was filmed at 

Robin Hoodõs Bay in North Yorkshire. This is a very picturesque loca-

tion and well worth a visit if you are in the area. Park at the top and 

walk down the 1 in 3 hill to the beach! 

Iõm sorry I misfiled some items that arrived in early February and 

should have been included in the last edition. I have tried to put 

them in this time and I apologise if yours was one of them. 

In the Casework report on p5 of the last issue, there was a request 

to contact the Casework Committee [details opposite] if you had any 

news on the fate of cinema buildings in your area. Please donõt send 

them to your editor, as I only have to pass them on but if you send 

an email, by all means put me in the CC line.  

If you are taking photographs indoors, such as in dark cinema audi-

toria, please steady your camera or use a tripod. Flash is probably of 

little use in such large spaces. Iõm afraid I have had some photos 

submitted that I was unable to print because of the amount of cam-

era shake. At the risk of repeating myself please donõt embed photos 

in documents or reduce their size from the original as this also can 

make them unsuitable for reproduction in the Bulletin. 

Can I please clarify the way I deal with attributions? When I took over 

the Bulletin in 1998, I had always wondered where the items came 

from so I decided to add the source of the information. For example, 

in the Newsreel you will see references to local and national newspa-

pers after most items. If it then says òsent in byéó it does not mean 

that every contributor has sent in every item. If there is no publica-

tion reference, it means the item has come solely from the named 

contributor[s]. If additional information or a photograph has been 

submitted, that contributor is always mentioned specifically. Please 

accept my thanks for all your continued submissions. 

A number in curly brackets, eg {nnnnn} is the reference for the Cine-

ma Treasures website. Go to: [cinematreasures.org/theaters/nnnnn]. 

I am trying this to avoid repeating the full URL every time. 

There seems to be no end to model cinemas. There is another one in 

the letters on p31. This one [below] turned up at a model railway 

exhibition in York over Easter. The owner said he got the inspiration 

several years ago from a book on art deco but he couldnõt remember 

any details. Allen Eyles tells me it is based on the Odeon Shannon 

Corner (New Malden, then in Surrey) ð see p174 of Allenõs Odeon 

Cinemas Vol 1 book. {31025}  

Harry Rigby, CTA Bulletin Editor 
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Wandering to Winchester 
Saturday 20 June 

Organised by David Trevor-Jones & Richard Norman  

A CTA first-time visit to Winchester, the beautiful ancient capital of 

Wessex and Saxon England, beckons members for a summerõs day 

out to discover the working and former buildings once used as cine-

mas and theatres. Our itinerary will include visits to the Theatre Roy-

al and Everyman (Screen) [pictured above earlier this year] and a 

short walking tour (lasting about 30 minutes) of Winchester City cen-

tre to view the former Ritz and Picture House. A coach will transport 

us to the Palace Alton and the Plaza Romsey; internal visits will be 

arranged where this is possible. A buffet lunch is included and will be 

served in the historic concert room of St Johnõs House, once the 

location of the Palace, Winchesterõs first venue to show films.  

The visit is timed to allow travel between London Waterloo and Win-

chester ð also easily accessible from the south coast and from the 

Midlands and Oxford by direct trains. We will meet at Winchester 

station at 10:15am and finish there at about 6:45pm. 

South West London and Surrey 

tour by Routemaster Bus 
Saturday 29 August 

Organised by Ray Ritmeester 
A long-awaited further mystery tour by vintage bus to Cinemas and 

Theatres. We shall visit venues in South West London and parts of 

North Surrey. The tour will pick up at a convenient railway station at 

about 10:00 and will include a stop for lunch, finishing late afternoon 

at another station in the south west suburbs of London. To reserve a 

place please send a cheque for £15 made payable to the Cinema 

Theatre Association and SAE to Ray Ritmeester, 66 Woodside Road 

High Wycombe, HP13 7JB. More precise times/pick up/set down 

arrangements will be in the next Bulletin and on the CTA website. 

A Routemaster Bus on a previous CTA tour in 2006 

The Everyman (Screen) Winchester ð photo by David Trevor-Jones 

VISITS AND EVENTS CASEWORK 

By Tim Hatcher 

Grade II* 
A grant of £1.9m has been awarded by the Coastal Communities 

Fund to advance the renovation and partial restoration of the Dream-

land Cinema and associated facilities in Margate. This disbursement 

will largely be expended on work to the façade and foyer block; the 

Sunshine Café therein will be stripped of its latter day Chinese motif 

and a lessee sought, who will be encouraged to replicate the original 

décor. It is proposed to let the ballroom as a separate entity. No work 

on the auditorium is currently scheduled to be undertaken. {15123} 

A listed building consent application has not yet been made for the 

Granada at Walthamstow. It is understood that negotiations contin-

ue between owners Antic Ltd and Soho Theatre Company concerning 

the conflicting spatial requirements of dual hostelry and performing 

arts operation. { 9397} 

The CTA Committee has bestowed a grant of £2,500 from legacy 

funds upon the Paignton Picture House Trust to further its progress 

towards re-opening the cinema. {22124} 

Grade II 
A West Dorset family has purchased the Palace at Bridport and is 

reported to be contemplating its refurbishment. {22418} 

The Association has been successful in its endeavour to secure 

listed status for the auditorium, the Compton organ and the ancillary 

spaces of the Polytechnic Cinema in Londonõs Regent Street.  

Unlisted 
The owner of Pykeõs Cinematograph Theatre in Shepherdõs Bush has 

now submitted a formal application for permission to demolish. It 

has also been claimed by this party that the significant surviving 

terra-cotta plaque is too ôcrazedõ to be salvaged and suggested that 

a mould be taken in order to manufacture a replica for incorporation 

into the replacement building. Although the cinema is unlikely to 

prove listable, the Association is to object to its demolition on the 

grounds of its value as an essential element of a neighbouring trio of 

entertainment halls and because of its association with prominent 

architect John Stanley Beard.  

A local campaigner in Hockley (Birmingham) has reported that the 

Picture House / Palladium is under threat. Its frontage features an 

interesting Arts and Crafts style but, sadly, little of the original interi-

or remains intact. The local Council will be contacted to ascertain its 

viewpoint on and intentions for the structure.  

é Much more casework 

in the full Bulletin 

The Palladium Hockley (Birmingham) in March 2008 




